	English 2623:  Survey of American Literature II (1865-Present) 


	Texts
	· The Norton Anthology of American Literature (Shorter Seventh   

           Edition) vol. 2. (ISBN 9780393930559)
· Donald Allen. The New American Poetry. U of California, 1999.
           (ISBN 9780520209534)
· Ernest Hemingway. In Our Time. New York: Scribner, 1996
           (ISBN 9780684822761)

· Leslie Marmon Silko. Ceremony. New York: Penguin, 2006
           (ISBN 9780679747192)


	Course Goals
	In English 2623 we will read representative works of late 19th and 20th century American literature in a roughly chronological order. We will read poetry, one novel, one play, and several short stories, as well as examine the cross-fertilization of the arts and culture by listening to some music and exploring the visual arts. To cover this immensely rich period in our literary history at all adequately in one semester is literally impossible and means leaving out much that is undeniably important; it also means reading a lot. Although I have made a point of keeping our reading load relatively light, we will be covering a fair amount of material in each class session, some of which we might not actually discuss in class depending on where our discussions lead us. What we do not cover in discussion will often be covered in your daily in-class writings. 

Since most of you are non-English majors, one of the main goals of this class is to help you improve your college-level research and writing skills. As such, you will engage in a substantial three-part research project consisting of an annotated bibliography, a paper proposal, and a final literary argumentative research paper. 
Assessment of THECB core objectives for LANGUAGE, PHILOSOPHY & CULTURE

· Critical thinking
· To assess a student’s critical thinking, the Research Project rubric will be applied to the Final Research Paper.
· Communication
· To assess a student’s communication, the Research Project rubric will be applied to the Final Research Paper.
· Personal Responsibility
· To assess a student’s personal responsibility, the Research Project rubric will be applied to the Final Research Paper.
· Social Responsibility
· To assess a student’s social responsibility, the Research Project rubric will be applied to the Final Research Paper. 



	Course Requirements
	Assignment                                                                              % of Grade 

Daily Writing/Homework/Participation

                   30%

Annotated Bibliography



                   20%

Proposal




                               20%


Final Research Paper (5-7 pages)

                               30%



	Final Examination
	Dec. 10th from 10:30-12:30

	Grading Policies

Daily Writing and Class Activities

Class Preparation and Participation


	In this class, the following numerical equivalents for final grades are used: A = 100-90%; B = 89-80%; C = 79-70%; D = 69-60%; F = 59-0%.

You will write frequently in 2623, both in and out of the classroom. In-class writings will include quizzes and various other responses to prompts on topics relevant to that day’s readings or things recently covered. These writing activities will be graded on a plus/check/minus scale: a plus for doing a thorough job (100%), a check for completing the work in an acceptable fashion (70%), and a minus for not completing the work or for obvious lack of effort (0%). Some assignments, depending on length and difficulty, will count for more than one daily grade. You cannot make up in-class writing or homework. This portion of your course work can easily make or break your overall grade, so be sure to keep up with the daily work. 

To succeed on your daily writing you must show that you’ve closely read, have at least a cursory understanding of the material, and address, to the best of your ability, the writing prompts. I do not expect you to remember exact quotations, but examples from the work always help get the point across. It is also good to try to tie in any relevant terminology or critical concepts from class discussions. In-class writing assignments are generally given at the beginning of class. Keep up with the readings, take good class notes, review them before the next class period, and you will do fine.

Read the assigned material by the date listed on the schedule of readings. As you read, take notes and underline/highlight what you believe are key passages in the text (a climactic scene, crucial lines for understanding the work, a summary of the argument, etc.), or things you have trouble understanding. Come to each class with comments and questions! 

	Submission Format and Policy
	All out-of-class assignments must be typed in Times New Roman 12-point black font with one inch margins using MLA format.

By enrolling in this class, the student expressly grants MSU a “limited right” in all intellectual property created by the student for the purpose of this course.  The “limited right” shall include but shall not be limited to the right to reproduce the student’s work product in order to verify originality and authenticity, and for educational purposes.

Note: You may not submit a paper for a grade in this class that already has been (or will be) submitted for a grade in another course, unless you obtain the explicit written permission of me and the other instructor involved in advance.

	Late Paper/Assignment Policy
	Unless arrangements are made in advance for extenuating circumstances, you will automatically lose a letter grade for each day a paper is late, including weekends. A paper that is more than a week late will automatically receive an F, regardless of the quality of work. All major assignments must be turned in to pass the class. You will not be able to make up daily work and there is no extra credit.  



	Plagiarism Policy
	Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s thoughts, words, ideas, or lines of argument in your own work without appropriate documentation (a parenthetical citation at the end and a listing in "Works Cited")–whether you use that material in a quotation, paraphrase, or summary. It is a theft of intellectual property and will not be tolerated, whether intentional or not. I have a zero tolerance for any type of plagiarism. All incidents of plagiarism will be penalized (the paper will receive an automatic F), reported, and kept on file.

	Students with Disabilities
	The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you believe you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact the Disability Support Services in Room 168 of the Clark Student Center, 397-4140.

	Safe Zones Statement
	I consider this classroom a place where you will be treated with respect as a human being – regardless of gender, race, ethnicity, national origin, religious affiliation, sexual orientation, political beliefs, age, or ability. Additionally, diversity of thought is appreciated and encouraged, provided you can agree to disagree. It is my expectation that ALL students consider the classroom a safe environment.

	Contacting Your Instructor
	All instructors in the Department have voicemail in their offices and MWSU e-mail addresses. Make sure you add my phone number and e-mail address to both email and cell phone lists of contacts. 

	Attendance Policy

Grade Appeals


	Because this is a writing and discussion course and the work we do in class is designed to help you understand the reading and improve your writing skills, you must attend class to do well. Although I do not take daily role, your in-class writing and participation grades should ensure your attendance and preparedness. By not attending regularly you will not understand the critical terminology and concepts necessary to successfully complete the daily writing assignments and larger papers. You are in college; come to class.

I will be happy to try to explain the rationale behind any grade; however, I absolutely do not negotiate, haggle, or argue about grades. Part of my job is to evaluate your work and to assign a written grade to it. I do that to the best of my ability the first time. The bottom line is that you have to take responsibility for your own education.



	Other Course Policies
	Cell phones, laptops, and other electronic devises must be turned off during class. If a student is caught using an electronic device during a quiz or test they will receive a zero on it. Other disruptive behavior, including coming in late on a regular basis, chatting with classmates during class discussion or tests, sleeping, or any other behavior not conducive to a mature learning environment, will first receive a warning; if the behavior continues, an instructor drop will be initiated. 

Use staples, not paper clips, binder clips, or dog ears. 

Assignments will not be accepted by email or on disk (although I will happily look at email drafts).

If you can't make it to class on the day a major assignment it due, email me in advance and hand it in either during my office hours or into the main English office (216 Bea Wood Hall) by 5:00 the day the paper is due to avoid losing a letter grade for a late paper. 



	University Writing Labs
	I encourage you to begin drafting papers as early as possible and to take advantage of the MSU Writing Labs located in 224 Bea Wood and RC246 Moffett Library.  Writing tutors will not edit your papers for you, but they will provide you with specific suggestions for improving your writing.  

	Writing Proficiency Requirement
	All students seeking a Bachelor’s degree from Midwestern State University must satisfy a writing proficiency requirement once they have 1) passed English 1113 and English 1123 and 2) earned 60 hours.  You may meet this requirement by passing either the Writing Proficiency Exam or English 2113.  Please keep in mind that, once you have earned over 90 hours, you lose the opportunity to take the $25 exam and have no option but to enroll in the three-credit-hour course.  If you have any questions about the exam, visit the Writing Proficiency Office website at http://academics.mwsu.edu/wpr, or call 397-4131.

	Daily Schedule of Readings and Assignments
	This schedule is tentative; I reserve the right to amend it with oral notice in class. If you anticipate a problem with due dates, please speak with me well in advance. *You should read the introductory biographical notes which precede each author we read from the Anthologies so you know who and what you are reading.

Week 1

8/27    Class Introduction

8/29    Introduction (1-16); Walt Whitman handout

8/31    Walt Whitman, "Song of Myself" #s 1-31 (21-42)

Week 2

9/3      Labor Day

9/5      Whitman, "Crossing Brooklyn Ferry," "The Wound-Dresser," 

           "When Lilacs" (64-77)      

9/7      Whitman continued 

Week 3 

9/10    Kate Chopin, "At the 'Cadian Ball," "The Storm," "Desiree's Baby" 

           (428-443)

9/12    Charlotte Perkins Gilman, "The Yellow Wall-Paper" (508-519)


9/14    Robert Frost (775-790)

Week 4

 

9/17    Modernism slide show (no reading)

9/19    Gertrude Stein, “Miss Furr and Miss Skeene” (Bb)

9/21    Sherwood Anderson, "Hands" and "Mother" (801-811)

Week 5
                                          


9/24    William Carlos Williams (833-841)                 

9/26    T. S. Eliot, "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock,"(863-866) and 

           "The Hollow Men" (881-884)


9/28    H.D. (850-854); E. E. Cummings (996-1003)

Week 6

10/1    MEET AT LIBRARY

10/3    MEET AT LIBRARY
10/5    F. Scott Fitzgerald, "Winter Dreams" and "Babylon Revisited" 

           (1008-0139)

Week 7



10/8    Ernest Hemingway, In Our Time (11-49)

10/10  In Our Time (53-94)

10/12  In Our Time (95-129)  

Week 8

10/15  William Faulkner, "A Rose for Emily" and "Barn Burning" (1048- 

           1060)



10/17  Langston Hughes (1089-1095); Hughes (Bb) 

10/19  Postmodern slide show                        2 Ann. Bib. Entries Due
Week 9


10/22  Charles Olson, "The King Fisher," "I, Maximus of Gloucester, to 

           You" (8-11), "Maximus to Himself" (14-16) 

10/24  Denise Levertov (60-68); Robert Creeley (77-87, 408) 

10/26  Frank O'Hara, "Why I'm not a Painter" (243-244), "The Day Lady 

           Died" (264-265), "Ode to Joy" (250-251) and (419-420)

Week 10

10/29  Kenneth Koch (229-239); John Ashbery (271-278)

10/31  Kerouac, "Mexico City Blues: 12 Choruses" (168-177) and (414)
 

11/2    Allen Ginsberg, "A Supermarket in California," "Howl," "Sunflower 

           Sutra" (179-190) and (414-418)         Annotated Bibliography Due 

Week 11  

11/5    Catch-up day

11/7    Lawrence Ferlinghetti (128-137) and (412-413); Leroi Jones (357-

          364)

11/9   Leslie Marmon Silko, Ceremony (1-50) 

Week 12

11/12  Leslie Marmon Silko, Ceremony (50-104)

11/14  Leslie Marmon Silko, Ceremony (105-154)

11/16  Leslie Marmon Silko, Ceremony (154-198)       

Week 13

11/19  Leslie Marmon Silko, Ceremony (199-244)     Paper Proposal Due 

11/21  Happy Thanksgiving 

11/23  Happy Thanksgiving 

Week 14

11/26   Philip Roth, "Defender of the Faith" (1495-1515); John Updike, 

            "Separating" (1485-1493)                         

11/28   Thomas Pynchon, "Entropy" (1543-1552); Raymond Carver,  

            "Cathedral" (1557-1567)        

11/30   Gloria Anzaldua (1586-1595); Julia Alvarez (1615-1624); 

            Joy Harjo (1629-1633)

Week 15

12/3    Alberto Rios (1640-1643); Sandra Cisneros (1643-1651); Simon 

           Ortiz (1581-1585)

12/5    Optional Conferences from 10:00-2:00 (no class)

12/7    In-Class Paper Workshop

Final Exam Time:  Dec. 10th from 10:30-12:30



       Final Paper Due

	
	       


English 2623 Research Project Rubric

	CRITERION*
	EXCELLENT
	GOOD
	SATISFACTORY
	POOR
	FAILING

	Context

(Social responsibility)

Does the essay establish connections between contemporary society and American literary traditions? Does the essay discuss how the primary text(s) demonstrate not just the respective aesthetic concerns of the author(s), but civic and social engagement as well? 

(Personal Responsibility)

Does the essay name and evaluate how social, cultural, and/or political ideologies informed authors’ ethical perspectives as expressed through published writings? 


	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Content Development (Critical Thinking Skills)

Does the essay present a clear position and provide a thorough analysis of the issue/problem?


	
	
	
	
	

	Genre and Disciplinary Conventions

(Communication Skills)

Structure

Does the essay assert a position with a thesis statement? Does the essay provide body paragraphs that focus on one idea and support it with several examples and details? Does the essay present an organized discussion? 

Documentation:

Does the essay follow MLA format for in-text citations and the Works Cited page? Does the essay use sources in ethical and contextually appropriate ways?


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sources and Evidence (Communication Skills)

Does the essay provide specific examples and/or explanation? 


	
	
	
	
	

	Control of Syntax and Mechanics (Communication Skills)

Is the essay stylistically appropriate for an academic reader? Does it demonstrate proficiency in standard written English?


	
	
	
	
	

	Additional comments on back of page




Adapted from the Critical Thinking, Written Communication, Ethical Decision-Making, and Civic Engagement Value Rubrics published by Association of American Colleges and Universities (AACU).

�Per Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, this assignment is required.
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