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English 2823: English Literature II 
Course Description

A survey of English Literature of the Romantic, Victorian, and Modern Periods. Emphasis is on the works of principal authors as they reflect literary and historical backgrounds.

. 

Course Objectives

· Write thoughtful “argument” styled essays in support of a point that answers the question of a prompt.

· Write a paper five-to-six pages long that addresses our primary texts with relevant secondary sources. The paper addresses the significance of a text in regard to its historical context and what it means to be a person in western culture. 

Assessment of THECB core objectives for LANGUAGE, PHILOSOPHY & CULTURE

· Critical thinking
· To assess a student’s critical thinking, the Research Project rubric will be applied to the Research Paper.
· Communication
· To assess a student’s communication, the Research Project rubric will be applied to the Research Paper.
· Personal Responsibility
· To assess a student’s personal responsibility, the Research Project rubric will be applied to the Research Paper.
· Social Responsibility
· To assess a student’s social responsibility, the Research Project rubric will be applied to the Research Paper. 

Required Texts 
Susan Wolfson and Peter Manning, eds. The Romantics and their Contemporaries. Vol. 2A of The Longman Anthology of British Literature. 4th ed. Longman: Boston, 2010. 

Heather Henderson and William Sharpe, eds. The Victorian Age. Vol. 2B of The Longman Anthology of British Literature. Ed. David Damrsosch and Kevin J. H. Dettmar. 4th ed. Longman: Boston, 2010.

Galperin, William, ed. Persuasion by Jane Austen. New York: Pearson Longman, 2008. A Longman Cultural Edition.

Wolfson, Susan J., ed. Frankenstein by Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley. New York: Pearson Longman, 2007. A Longman Cultural Edition.
Final Exam

The Final exam is an in-class Blue Book of at least four paragraphs that follows MLA style standards and addresses a prompt in regard to one of the semester readings.
Final Research Paper

The TYPED out-of-class PAPER is about five or six pages. Sources must be acknowledged by MLA in-body citing and Works Cited. Students will interpret English texts from Romantic, Victorian, and 20th Century Modern/Postmodern periods (approx. 1800 to 2000) in regard to the religious, social, philosophical, and political controversies of their times. Students will express those ideas dynamically and thoughtfully from the standpoint of a cultural criticism model. Their synthesis should be original and dynamically their own but also express a profound insight into the significance of a text in regard to the historical development of ethics, human rights, religion, courtship, marriage, political ideology, gender, class, and, in general, what it means to be a person in western culture.
Grading

Each Paper/Blue Book counts 20 percent of the overall semester grade. 
Format for Typed Out-of-class Blue Books (which may also be handwritten)

· All typed documents must be 12 point Times New Roman double-spaced. For header and page number in the .5 default position: click on “insert,” then “page number,” “top of page,” and “plain number 3.” The cursor will show to the immediate left of the page number. Simply type your last name, and it will magically appear. Space once between name and number. 

· Top, right, and bottom margins should be set at one inch; the left margin should be an inch and a quarter. NOT A HEADER: On the first page of an essay, the student name, instructor name, course, and date should be in the upper left, double-spaced. These items do not appear on subsequent pages.

Attendance Policy

SEVEN absences from class (excused or not) will result in an automatic F for the semester grade. Roll is taken right away as soon as class begins. Late is the same as ABSENT. Naturally, some of these seven absences may be due to unforeseen accident, car breakdown, natural disaster, illness (even documented illness), illness of a relative (including child or parent), court date (including for custody or to avoid jail), or university sanctioned event (sports, theatre, etc)—but the reason does NOT matter. SEVEN of any sort of absence (except official closing of the campus) means an F for the semester.

Academic Dishonesty

Blue Books are “open” book. Students may “flag” their textbooks and use them at will throughout an in-class essay. Students may have notes or an outline on the inside Blue Book covers. Students may have a long quote pre-entered at the top of the first page of their Blue Book and the Works Cited complete and pre-entered in the back. In-body citing of Old English and translation should be enclosed with quotation marks followed by parenthetical line numbers. If citing grammar, definitions, etc., from a book, quotation marks apply but the parenthetical number is for the page. However, pre-WRITING the Blue Books themselves is considered academic dishonesty.

Plagiarism and Proper Documentation

Any use of a non-documented source as if it were a student’s original work is considered plagiarism and academic dishonesty. Plagiarism can be of ideas; it can be of exact phrasing. In either or both cases, if the student has failed to acknowledge the source in the body of the essay and to document it in the Works Cited, the grade will be a “0” (no points) for the assignment even if the rest of the assignment is original and use of other sources properly documented. Upon being informed of the plagiarism, the student is no longer welcome in the class. The student may withdraw from the course with a penalty-free “W” if available; if not, the student must cease attending and the grade will be whatever points the student has accumulated minus the plagiarized document and any other tests or assignment as yet not completed (which are forfeit).  If the student continues to attend, the instructor will contact the Dean of Students or Student Conduct office and withdraw the student with a WF.

Phrasing that is too close to the student’s own documented sources. 

Students who reproduce the phrasing of their documented source(s) as if it were their own phrasing will be penalized for language that is too close to source. Students can use terminology they find in their documented sources, but four words in a row are too much without quoting. Verbatim use of a documented source must be confined to QUOTES set off with quotation marks or ten extra spaces on the left if the verbatim passage works out to be five or more lines of student typing or handwriting. All such quoting requires parenthetical page numbers if provided in the source. Even if page numbers are not provided, the language must be clearly attributed to the author and set off by quotation marks or an extra ten inches on the left.
Classroom Policies

· Except for emergencies, students shouldn’t text or talk on their “cells” during class. If something serious is at stake, students should take the call outside.

· Students may go to the restroom as the need arises except when the instructor is explaining a detailed point to the whole class.
· Students will be expected to answer questions and participate.

· Students must have the instructor’s permission to leave class early.
Americans with Disabilities Act
Please contact the Disability Support Services in Room 168 of the Clark Student Center, 397-4140, if you need to file paperwork and request accommodations. This course complies with all requests on behalf of students made by Disability Support Services.
Safe Zone Statement

The professor considers this classroom to be a place where you will be treated with respect as a human being – regardless of gender, race, ethnicity, national origin, religious affiliation, sexual orientation, political beliefs, age, or ability. Additionally, diversity of thought is appreciated and encouraged, provided you can agree to disagree. It is the professor’s expectation that ALL students consider the classroom a safe environment.

Contacting Instructors

All instructors in the Department have voicemail in their offices and MWSU e-mail addresses. Make sure you add your instructor’s phone number and e-mail address to both email and cell phone lists of contacts.

Writing Proficiency Requirement (as of 60 earned credit hours)

All students seeking a Bachelor’s degree from Midwestern State University must satisfy a writing proficiency requirement once they have 1) passed English 1113 and English 1123 and 2) earned 60 hours.  You may meet this requirement by passing either the Writing Proficiency Exam or English 2113.  Please keep in mind that, once you have earned over 90 hours, you lose the opportunity to take the $25 exam and have no option but to enroll in the three-credit-hour course.  If you have any questions about the exam, visit the Writing Proficiency Office website at http://academics.mwsu.edu/wpr, or call 397-4131.

English 2823 Research Project Rubric
	CRITERION*
	EXCELLENT
	GOOD
	SATISFACTORY
	POOR
	FAILING

	Context
 (Social responsibility)

Does the essay establish connections between contemporary society and literary traditions? Does the essay discuss how the primary texts demonstrate not just the respective aesthetic concerns of the author(s), but civic and social engagement as well? 
(Personal Responsibility)

Does the essay name and evaluate how social, cultural, and/or political ideologies informed authors’ ethical perspectives as expressed through published writings? 

	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Content Development (Critical Thinking Skills)

Does the essay present a clear position and provide a thorough analysis of the issue/problem?


	
	
	
	
	

	Genre and Disciplinary Conventions
(Communication Skills)

Structure
 Does the essay assert a position with a thesis statement placed at the end of the introduction? Does the essay provide body paragraphs that focus on one idea and support it with several examples and details? Does the essay present an organized discussion? 
Documentation:

Does the essay follow MLA for in-text citations and the Works Cited page? Does the essay use sources in ethical and contextually appropriate ways?

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sources and Evidence (Communication Skills)
Does the essay provide specific examples and/or explanation? 


	
	
	
	
	

	Control of Syntax and Mechanics (Communication Skills)
Is it stylistically appropriate for an academic reader? Does the essay demonstrate proficiency in standard written English?

	
	
	
	
	

	Additional comments on back of page




Adapted from the Critical Thinking, Written Communication, Ethical Decision-Making, and Civic Engagement Value Rubrics published by Association of American Colleges and Universities (AACU).

�Per Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, this assignment is required.








