MSU Texas, Philosophy 2033: Ethics
Course Description and Objectives:
This course provides a historical and theoretical introduction to the study of moral philosophy or ethics. Moral philosophy is concerned with a wide range of questions including, but not limited to, “what are good and evil?,” “how ought one to live?” and “how ought one to act?.” Most of the course will be devoted to various historical and contemporary theories regarding “right” and “wrong.” Among other things, we will learn how various philosophers have defined “right” and “wrong,” what criteria they articulated for deeming certain courses of action “right” and others “wrong,” etc. At the end of the course, we will discuss the relevance and application of ethics in “real world” decision-making – for example, in the fields of science, medicine, and public policy.

The main objectives of Philosophy 2033 are as follows:
1. To help students learn, understand, and evaluate the basic issues of moral philosophy from both a historical and theoretical perspective.

2. To help students gain familiarity with various pivotal texts in the history of moral philosophy.

3. To help students develop their skills in interpreting and critically analyzing texts.

4. To help students develop their skills in identifying and evaluating arguments as well as in formulating their own arguments through the effective and responsible use of evidence.

5. To help students improve their ability to read and write clearly and critically.

Other objectives include:

6. To help students appreciate the relevance of ethical discourse in public and private life and to gain a greater understanding of their personal ethical commitments.

7. To inculcate students with a love of wisdom and a desire to live a philosophical life.

Assessment of THECB core objectives for LANGUAGE, PHILOSOPHY, & CULTURE

· Critical thinking

· To assess a student’s critical thinking, the Phil 2033 Final Exam rubric will be applied to the take-home Final Examination.
· Communication

· To assess a student’s communication, the Phil 1033 writing rubric will be applied to the take-home Final Examination.
· Personal Responsibility

· To assess a student’s personal responsibility, the Phil 1033 writing rubric will be applied to the take-home Final Examination.
· Social Responsibility

· To assess a student’s social responsibility, the Phil 1033 writing rubric will be applied to the take-home Final Examination.
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	EXPOSITION 

(Communication Skills)
· Does the examination provide a clear and correct explanation of the philosophical issue(s), problem(s), or theor(ies) under analysis? 
	
	
	
	
	

	ORGANIZATION 

(Communication Skills)

· Is the examination well organized?

· Does the examination build upon the main idea/thesis statement?

· Does the examination evince a logical argumentative structure?
	
	
	
	
	

	CLARITY & COHERENCE

 (Communication Skills)

· Do the main ideas and arguments of the examination relate to one another logically? 

· Does the examination adequately explain main ideas and concepts? 

· Does the examination avoid “going off on tangents” or including otherwise irrelevant information?

· Does the examination use a clear and consistent writing style? 

· Does the examination avoid significant grammatical and mechanical errors? 
	
	
	
	
	

	ARGUMENTATION & SOURCES 

(Critical Thinking Skills)

· Does the examination formulate a clear critical position with respect to the philosophical issue(s), problem(s), or theor(ies) under analysis?  

· Does the examination recognize, understand, and clearly explain differing perspectives and/or possible objections to its own position?

· Does the examination provide clear, compelling arguments on behalf of its position?
· Does the examination use textual evidence correctly, responsibly, and effectively (e.g., by correctly using MLA citation and providing a correctly formatted MLA ‘Works Cited’ page)? 

(Personal Responsibility)

· Does the examination use textual evidence correctly, responsibly, and effectively (e.g., by correctly using MLA citation and providing a correctly formatted MLA ‘Works Cited’ page)? 

(Social Responsibility)

· Does the examination recognize, understand, and clearly explain differing perspectives and/or possible objections to its own position?
	
	
	
	
	

	CREATIVITY

 (Critical Thinking Skills)

· Does the examination approach philosophical problems in a creative fashion?
	
	
	
	
	


