PHILOSOPHY 1033: INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES: 
This course provides a historical and theoretical introduction to the study of philosophy. Broadly speaking, philosophy may be described as the systematic analysis of problems which are fundamental, ultimate, and very general – for example, the nature of reality, knowledge, truth, self, God, freedom, value, beauty, etc. Perennial philosophical questions include “What is being?”, “Does God exist?”, “What is truth?”, “Are we free?” and “How ought we to live?” As it is impossible to provide an exhaustive, highly detailed survey of philosophy in a fifteen-week course, we will limit ourselves to a general thematic overview of key philosophical questions and problems. Particular attention will be paid to the historical contexts in which philosophical problems and solutions arise. 

The main objectives of the course are as follows:

1. To help students learn, understand, and evaluate the basic issues of philosophy from both a historical and theoretical perspective.

2. To help students gain familiarity with various pivotal thinkers and theories in the history of philosophy.

3. To help students develop their skills in interpreting and critically analyzing texts.

4. To help students develop their skills in identifying and evaluating arguments as well as in formulating arguments of their own through the effective and responsible use of evidence.
5. To help students improve their ability to read and write clearly and critically.
Other objectives include:

6. To help students appreciate the relevance of philosophical discourse in public and private life and to gain a greater understanding of their personal philosophical commitments.

7. To inculcate students with a love of wisdom and a desire to live a philosophical life.

Assessment of THECB core objectives for LANGUAGE, PHILOSOPHY, & CULTURE

· Critical thinking
· To assess a student’s critical thinking, the Phil 1033 writing rubric will be applied to the take-home Final Examination.
· Communication
· To assess a student’s communication, the Phil 1033 writing rubric will be applied to the take-home Final Examination.
· Personal Responsibility

· To assess a student’s personal responsibility, the Phil 1033 writing rubric will be applied to the take-home Final Examination.
· Social Responsibility
· To assess a student’s social responsibility, the Phil 1033 writing rubric will be applied to the take-home Final Examination. 

REQUIRED TEXTS: 
COURSE EXPECTATIONS/ASSIGNMENTS: 
In order to accomplish the course goals, you must arrive prepared for each class. This means coming to class on time as well as completing assignments and readings. It is expected that you will read the assigned texts carefully and critically, take notes, jot down questions, and bring all required materials to class each day. Active and informed participation in class discussions is crucial. For more information, please see the addendum on class participation and attendance.
ATTENDANCE: 
Attendance is welcomed, expected, and mandatory. You must come to class on time. 
You will be considered absent if: 
· you don’t show up for class 
· you show up more than 15 minutes late for class without an appropriate excuse
· you are consistently unprepared for class and/or fail to participate in class discussion 
You are allowed two unexcused absences without penalty. For every unexcused absence after the first two, I will lower your final grade by five percent. After three absences you must attend a conference with me to discuss whether you should continue in this course. Five absences constitute automatic failure of the course. 
In extreme cases, absences will be excused according to my judgment; I should be informed beforehand of any anticipated absence. Most excuses will require official documentation, such as a doctor’s note. 
For more information, please see the addendum on class participation and attendance. 
ASSIGNMENTS:
You will be required to complete the following assignments: 
· One take-home midterm examination: 100 points

· One take-home final examination: 100 points

· Class participations and attendance: 100 points

GRADING SCALE:

Your points will be translated into percentages, and your final grade will be calculated according to the following percentage scale:  

· 90-100% = A [Excellent]
· 80-89% = B [Good]
· 70-79% = C [Satisfactory]
· 60-69% = D [Poor]
· 59% or below = F [Failing]
Although such instances are rare, I reserve the right to reward students who have shown dramatic progress with higher grades than the scale suggests. 
Note about Incompletes: A grade of “Incomplete” may be given to a student who has not been able to complete specific required coursework due to circumstances beyond his/her control before the end of a given reporting period. In order to remove the ‘I’ from his/her record, the student will meet with the instructor to discuss his/her completion of coursework or the taking of a final exam. In turn, the instructor will issue a new grade two weeks before the closing of the following reporting period. A student’s failure to comply with the instructor’s requirements prior to this deadline will result in an automatic F grade. Students are encouraged to meet the requirements set by their instructors in order to remove ‘I’ grades from their reports. 

GRADING POLICY:

Major written assignments in this course will be evaluated according to the following criteria:

Exposition – Does the examination provide a clear and correct explanation of the philosophical issue(s), problem(s), or theor(ies) under analysis?
Organization – Is the examination well organized? Does it build upon the main idea/thesis statement? Does it evince a logical argumentative structure?

Coherence/Clarity – Do the main ideas and arguments of the examination relate to one another logically? Does the examination adequately explain main ideas and concepts? Does the examination avoid “going off on tangents” or including otherwise irrelevant information? Does the paper use a clear and consistent writing style? Does it avoid significant grammatical and mechanical errors?
Argumentation and Sources – Does the examination formulate a clear critical position with respect to the philosophical issue(s), problem(s), or theor(ies) under analysis?  Does the examination recognize, understand, and clearly explain differing perspectives and/or possible objections to its own position? Does the examination provide clear, compelling arguments on behalf of its position? Does the examination use textual evidence correctly, responsibly, and effectively (e.g., by correctly using MLA citation and providing a correctly formatted MLA ‘Works Cited’ page)? 

Creativity – Does the paper approach philosophical problems in a creative fashion?

A paper that meets some but not all of these criteria is a ‘C’ paper. A paper that meets all of these criteria is a ‘B’ paper. A paper that meets and exceeds these criteria is an ‘A’ paper. 
WRITING DEADLINES & SUBMISSIONS:

You are expected to submit assignments by the deadlines listed. All written work is due at the beginning of class unless otherwise noted. In order to be considered for a grade, all assignments are to be complete, of the minimum word count, and must conform to MLA documentation and format (word-processed, 12 point Times New Roman font, double-spacing, with one inch margins). No papers will be accepted if they are handwritten. If an assignment does not meet the above requirements when it is submitted, it will receive zero points and may not be revised. Late assignments will only be accepted with the specific, prior agreement of the instructor, and then only in extreme cases. There is no grace period. No exceptions.

All papers should include page numbers (upper right hand corner: Surname Page Number). For all written assignments, please include the following in the upper left hand corner of the first page:

Your Name

PHIL 1033
Date

Professor

ACADEMIC CONDUCT:

Academic dishonesty (cheating, plagiarism, etc.) will not be tolerated and will result in dismissal from the course. Cases will also be referred to the Dean of Students for possible dismissal from the university.

This course observes the MSU Code of Conduct. Academic dishonesty, however small, creates a breach in academic integrity. A student’s participation in this course comes with the expectation that his or her work will be completed in full observance of the MSU Code of Student Conduct. A student should consult the Student Handbook or the Office of the Dean of Students for answers to any questions about the code.

Student Honor Creed: “As an MSU Student, I pledge not to lie, cheat, steal, or help anyone else to do so.”
Cheating includes, but is not limited to, (1) use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; (2) dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers or completing other assignments; or (3) the acquisition of tests or other academic materials belonging to the university faculty or staff without permission.

Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, using the published or unpublished works of another person without recognition, either by paraphrase or direct quotation. The use of materials generated by agencies engaged in “selling” term papers is also plagiarism.
WIKIPEDIA & OTHER OUTSIDE SOURCES
Even if correctly cited, Wikipedia or other outside sources should not be used on the midterm or final examination in this course. Use of outside sources without the explicit permission of the instructor will result in a zero for the assignment.
CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR: 

Insults, slurs, or attacks of any kind will not be tolerated in this class. Any student who engages in this type of behavior in the classroom will be permanently removed from the class, in addition to other possible punishment by Midwestern State University. 

LAPTOP COMPUTER, CELL PHONE, AND MISCELLANEOUS ELECTRONIC DEVICE POLICY:

Owing to persistent abuse, LAPTOP COMPUTERS, CELL PHONES, IPODS, ETC. ARE NOT PERMITTED IN THIS CLASS. If you require the use of a laptop pursuant to a special need, please contact the instructor. Cell phones and all other electronic devices should be turned off and put away before class begins. 
SPECIAL NEEDS:

In accordance with Section 504 of the Federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Midwestern State University endeavors to make reasonable adjustments in its policies, practices, services, and facilities to ensure equal opportunity for qualified persons with disabilities to participate in all educational programs and activities.

The Office of Disability Services (ODS) provides information and assistance, arranges accommodations, and serves as a liaison for students, instructors, and staff. The ODS has assistive devices such as books on tape, recorders, and adaptive software which can be loaned to qualified individuals. A student/employee who seeks accommodations on the basis of disability must register with the Office of Disability Services in the Counseling Center. Documentation of disability from a competent professional is required.

Students who qualify must contact the instructor as soon as possible to request accommodations.
Phil 1033 Writing Rubric
	
	A - Excellent
	B - Good
	C - Satisfactory
	D - Poor

	Exposition

(Communication skills)
	The examination provides a superior explanation of the philosophical issue(s), problem(s), or theori(es) under analysis.
	The examination explains the philosophical issue(s), problem(s), or theori(es) under analysis clearly and correctly.
	The examination incorrectly explains the issue(s), problem(s), or theori(es) under analysis, or else fails to explain them in a clear or effective way.
	The examination fails to explain the issue(s), problem(s), or theori(es) under analysis.

	Organization

(Communication skills)
	The examination exhibits a maximally clear and logical structure.
	The examination exhibits an adequately clear and logical structure.
	The examination exhibits fair organization with room for improvement.
	The examination is extremely unorganized.

	Clarity/Coherence

(Communication skills)
	The examination is maximally coherent.

The examination is extremely well-written and contains no major spelling or grammatical errors.
	The examination is adequately coherent.

The examination is fairly well-written with some spelling and grammatical errors.
	The examination is fairly coherent with some extraneous or irrelevant information.

The examination contains several spelling and grammatical errors
	The examination is mostly incoherent with a high amount of extraneous or irrelevant information.

The examination is virtually unreadable.

	Argumentation and Sources

(Critical Thinking skills; Personal Responsibility; Social Responsibility)
	The examination formulates a maximally clear critical position with respect to the philosophical issue(s), problem(s), or theor(ies) under analysis.

The examination evinces superior understanding of differing perspectives and/or possible objections to its own position(s).

The examination exhibits superior critical analysis, argumentative rigor, and logical acumen.

The examination makes superior use of textual evidence and correctly employs MLA formatting.
	The examination formulates a clear critical position with respect to the philosophical issue(s), problem(s), or theor(ies) under analysis.

The examination evinces some understanding of differing perspectives and/or possible objections to its own position(s).

The examination exhibits good critical analysis, argumentative rigor, and logical acumen.

The examination makes good use of textual evidence and correctly employs MLA formatting.
	The examination formulates an unfocused or unclear critical position with respect to the philosophical issue(s), problem(s), or theor(ies) under analysis.

The examination evinces poor understanding of differing perspectives and/or possible objections to its own position(s).

The examination offers some degree of justification for its major claims, but the justification is weak or unsubstantiated.

The examination makes inadequate use of textual evidence and/or incorrectly employs MLA formatting. 
	The examination fails to formulate a critical position with respect to the philosophical issue(s), problem(s), or theor(ies) under analysis.

The examination evinces no understanding of differing perspectives and/or possible objections to its own position(s).

The examination offers little justification for its major claims.

The examination fails to use textual evidence.

	Creativity

(Critical Thinking skills)
	The examination consistently approaches philosophical problems in creative, clever, novel, etc. ways. 
	The examination occasionally approaches philosophical problems in creative, clever, novel, etc. ways.
	The examination approaches philosophical problems in predictable ways.
	It’s not entirely clear how (or if) the examination approaches philosophical problems.


�Per Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, this assignment is required.
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